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The Lord Will Provide
Luke · Luke 9:1-2; Luke 9:3-6; Luke 9:7-9; Luke 9:10-11; Luke 9:12-14; Luke 9:14-16; Luke 9:17

AT A GLANCE

Jesus sends his disciples out stripped of supplies not because provision is unimportant but
because he himself is the provision. The feeding of five thousand is not merely a miracle story;
it is the enacted theology of mission — overwhelming need plus scarce resources plus obedient
offering equals the abundance of God. The sermon's claim is that every believer is sent into
exactly this dynamic, and the only adequate response is to stop preparing and start praying.

• Following Jesus is not only about coming to him but about being sent out by him into active
mission and ministry.

• Jesus commands his disciples to bring nothing because he intends to be everything they will
need along the way.

• Scarcity of resources never limits God; it is the precise condition in which he multiplies
what is offered to him.

“God's work done in God's way will never lack God's supply.”

EXPOSITION

Scripture engaged
Luke 9:1-2 — And he called the twelve together and he gave them power and authority over all
demons and to cure diseases. And he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.

Luke 9:3-6 — And he said to them, take nothing for your journey. No staff, no bag, no bread, no
money. And do not have two tunics. And whatever house you enter, stay there and depart from it.
And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town, shake the dust off of your feet as a
testimony against them. And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and
healing everywhere.

Luke 9:7-9 — Now Herod the tetrarch heard all about what was happening and he was perplexed,
because it was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, by some that Elijah had
appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had risen. Herod said, John I beheaded, but
who is this about whom I hear such things? And he sought to see him.

https://omnibible.vercel.app/bible/erv/luke/9?v=1-2
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Luke 9:10-11 — On their return, the apostles told him all that they had done, and he took them and
withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. When the crowd learned it, they followed him and he
welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need of healing.

Luke 9:12-14 — Now the day began to wear away and the twelve came and said to him, send the
crowd away and go into the surrounding village and countryside to find lodging and get provision
for we are in a desolate place. But he said to them, you give them something to eat. They said, we
have no more than five loaves and two fishes unless we are to go and buy food for these people, for
there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, have them sit down in groups of
about fifty each.

Luke 9:14-16 — And they did so, and had all of them sit down. And taking the five loaves and the two
fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples to set before the crowd.

Luke 9:17 — And they all ate and were satisfied and what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets
of broken pieces.

The argument

Following Jesus is constitutively missional: coming and going are inseparable — The
disciples' call is not complete until they are sent
Luke 9 opens with a structural hinge: Jesus has called the Twelve to be with him, and now he
turns and sends them out. The preacher names the significance of this turn precisely —
following Jesus is not just about coming to him but about going. What Jesus sends them to do is
telling: proclaim the kingdom, heal the sick, cast out demons — the exact three categories of his
own ministry up to this point. He does not commission them to something new or different; he
invites them to extend what he is already doing. As the preacher frames it, referencing John 5,
Jesus is always working, and the mission is to join that work. The disciples are not initiating a
project; they are being inserted into an ongoing divine activity. Ministry is therefore
fundamentally participatory, a matter of discerning where God is already moving and stepping
into it.

Insight — Mission is not an assignment handed to us from a distance; it is an invitation to join a host who
has already arrived.

The command to bring nothing is a deliberate pedagogy of dependence — Scarcity of
provision is the curriculum, not an oversight
Jesus' instructions in verses 3–6 are comprehensively stripping: no staff, no bag, no bread, no
money, no second tunic. The preacher surfaces the pedagogical intent behind what sounds like
recklessness. Jesus is not a bad planner; he is a purposeful teacher. By removing every natural
resource the disciples would reach for, he forces them to rely on provision from outside
themselves. The prohibition on persistence in unreceptive towns reinforces the same logic: this
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is not a sales mission driven by human quota. "He just says, go out into the world and do the
same things that I'm doing — preach the gospel, heal people, join me in the work of pushing
back the forces of evil." The disciples' emptiness is not a problem to solve before departure; it is
the condition of departure, the space in which the sufficiency of God becomes visible.

Insight — God strips away our surplus not to harm us but to make visible the provision that was always his
to give.

The Herod interlude plants the sermon's governing question — Identity is the hinge on
which mission turns
Luke inserts Herod's perplexity — is this John raised, Elijah returned, an ancient prophet? — as
what the preacher calls a sidebar, yet he identifies its structural function: it seeds the question
that will be forced into sharp focus the following week when Jesus asks, "Who do you say that I
am?" The preacher traces this question through three moments in Luke — the Pharisees at the
forgiveness of sins, the disciples in the boat at the stilling of the storm, and now Herod hearing
reports of miracles — each time the same interrogative surfacing. The question is not
incidental; it is, in the preacher's words, "the most important question of all time." Everything
Luke narrates, including the feeding miracle that follows, is designed to press the reader
toward an answer. One cannot sustain a theology of divine provision without first settling who
the provider is.

Insight — Confidence in God's provision is downstream of a settled answer to the question of who Jesus is.

The feeding of five thousand is mission theology in enacted form — Overwhelming
need plus scarce resources plus offered surrender equals divine abundance
The disciples return exhausted and Jesus withdraws — but the crowd follows, and Jesus
welcomes them without hesitation. When hunger becomes the crisis, Jesus refuses the
disciples' practical solution of dispersal. "You give them something to eat" is not naivety; it is an
intentional press on their imagination. The preacher names the dynamic: overwhelming need,
scarce resources, and a scarcity mindset that can only project natural solutions. Jesus takes the
five loaves and two fish — what the disciples freely admit is nowhere near sufficient — blesses
them, and breaks them, multiplying them basket by basket. The preacher lingers on what the
twelve baskets of leftovers mean: twelve disciples, each carrying more bread after the miracle
than before the offering. "You thought that the limited resources, the scarcity here was the
problem, but what I want you to see is that I am the God who spoke and there came something
where there was nothing."

Insight — What we bring to Jesus need not be sufficient; it need only be surrendered.

The moment comes when preparation must give way to prayer — Human readiness is
necessary but permanently insufficient for the scale of God's call
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The sermon closes the loop on its opening illustration: the preacher, anxious the night before
preaching in Bolivia, still scribbling notes, is told by the hosting missionary, "The time for
preparation has passed. Now it's time to pray." The preacher draws this into a principle rather
than a rebuke of preparation — preparation is legitimate and commanded, but God invariably
calls us beyond the ceiling of what preparation can reach. Hudson Taylor's China Inland
Mission illustrates the same arithmetic at civilizational scale: a handful of missionaries, no
active fundraising, only prayer and the sharing of what God was doing, growing to over 800
missionaries. The formula is the same as the feeding: five loaves, two fish, overwhelming need,
scarce resources, prayer, and the provision of God. Taylor's dictum distills it: "God's work done
in God's way will never lack God's supply."

Insight — Preparation takes us to the edge of our ability; prayer is what carries us past it into the territory
only God can occupy.

Cross-references
• John 5:17 — Cited to establish that Jesus is always working, making mission an invitation to

join ongoing divine activity rather than to initiate something new.

DEVOTIONAL

There is a particular kind of anxiety that arrives the night before — the sermon not quite
finished, the conversation not yet rehearsed, the resources not yet in hand. It is the anxiety of
someone who knows that what lies ahead is larger than what they carry. The disciples knew it
standing before fifteen thousand hungry people with five loaves and two fish. The preacher
knew it in a missionary's house in Bolivia, pen still moving at midnight. You have likely known
it too. What Jesus does in Luke 9 is not explain away that anxiety. He does not hand the
disciples a pantry or send them a budget. He says: bring what you have. Lay it here. Watch what
I do next. There is a theology embedded in the twelve baskets of leftovers that is easy to miss.
The disciples went into the meal with not enough. They came out carrying more than they
started with. The miracle did not merely satisfy the crowd; it overturned the disciples' entire
account of what was available. They had counted their resources and found them wanting.
Jesus counted them differently — not by what they held, but by what he was about to do
through them. This is the movement Jesus wants to make in every soul he sends: from a
scarcity mindset to an abundance mindset. Not the false abundance of positive thinking that
pretends the need is smaller than it is, but the true abundance that looks the overwhelming
need squarely in the face and says, I know someone whose reserves have no floor. The God who
breathed life into Adam, who spoke galaxies into being, is not troubled by a short pantry or an
unprepared preacher or a small mission society. He is troubled by closed hands. Offer what you
have. The provision was never yours to generate — only yours to release.

https://omnibible.vercel.app/bible/erv/john/5?v=17
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Reflection
• Where in your life right now are you holding back from a step of obedience because you are

waiting until you feel sufficiently prepared or resourced?

• In what area of ministry or mission has God been inviting you to discern what he is already
doing, rather than initiating something on your own terms?

• What would it look like practically for you to move, in a specific situation you are facing,
from preparing to praying — and what fear makes that transition difficult?

Closing prayer
When Jesus calls us to follow him, Lord, you will provide. When he sends us to join him in his mission,
Lord, you will provide. When we feel unprepared and inadequate, Lord, you will provide. When our
own strength is not enough, Lord, you will provide. When what we have seems too small, Lord, you
will provide. When we step out in faith and obedience, Lord, you will provide. For everything we need
to accomplish your will, Lord, you will provide. Amen.


